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Art Unit: 2875 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 8-10, 12-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Su (US Patent Publication 2005/0162860). 

With respect to claim 1, Su teaches a lamp comprising: 
A housing (5); 

A light emitter member ([0025] lines 1-3) inside said housing; 

A first light transmitter comprising a lens (51) fixed with respect to said housing; 

A second light transmitter (6) fixed with respect to said housing; and 

An attachment unit (623) fixing said lens to said light transmitting member. 

With respect to claim 3, Su teaches wherein said housing has a side wall and a 
substantially open end (Figure 3), said second light transmitter comprising of a 
substantially continuous ring (6) fixed to said housing adjacent said open end, said lens 
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opposing said open end of said housing (Figure 4), said attachment unit comprising a 
substantially continuous retaining ring (52) fixing said lens to said light transmitting ring. 

With respect to claim 4, Su teaches one of said rings is circumferentially 
continuous (6). 

With respect to claim 9, Su teaches said retaining ring includes portions (623) 
axially clamping said lens (Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 10, Su teaches said retaining portion includes portions 
(623) axially clamping said light transmitting ring (Figure 1). 

With respect to claim 12, Su teaches that at least one of said rings is removably 
fixed (6). 

With respect to claim 13, Su teaches that said second light transmitter (6) is fixed 
to said housing (5) and carries said attachment unit (623). 

With respect to claim 14, Su teaches a lamp comprising: 
A housing (5) having a forward end with a first light emitting opening and a 
peripheral wall; 

A light emitter-mounting member ([0025] lines 1-3) inside said housing; 
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A forward light transmitting comprising a lens (51) opposing said light emitter 
mounting member and said first light emitting opening; and 

A lateral second light transmitter (6) opposing said light emitter mounting 
member and adjacent said peripheral wall. 

With respect to claim 16, Su teaches a retaining member (52) surrounding and 
fixed to said lens, said lateral light transmitter comprising a light transmitting ring (2) 
being fixed with respect to said housing (Figure 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Su as applied to claims 1 and 3 above, and further in view of Honda et al (US Patent 

6,713,961). 

With respect to claim 2, Su does not teach the lamp comprising a base having a 
mounting surface attaching portion, and a support shaft. In a similar device, Honda et 
al. teaches lamp with a base (Figure 8: 11a) having a mounting surface attaching 
portion, and a support shaft (11b) carried by said base and supporting said housing. It 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have a 
base and support shaft for receiving power when coupled to a lamp socket as taught by 
Honda, so as to allow the device of Su to be used in a similar manner to the ordinary 
incandescent lamp. 

With respect to claim 5, Su teaches a light-transmitting ring. Su does not teach a 
halogen light bulb fixed within the housing and the light-transmitting ring being of heat 
resistant light transmitting material. In a similar device, Honda et al. teaches a halogen 
light bulb in the housing (Figure 8: 12, see Column7, lines 53-54) and which is 
composed of heat resistant light transmitting material (OB). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to compose the light-transmitting ring 
of Su of heat resistant transmittirtg material to make certain the light-transmitting ring 
does not melt due to the heat from the halogen bulb within the lamp as taught by 
Honda. 

Claims 6 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Su as applied to claims 1 , 3 and 10 above, and further in view of Rhoad (US Patent 
6,312,145). Su does not teach that said housing side wall has a plurality of openings, 
said light transmitting ring including a plurality of resilient light transmitting elements 
respectively radially opposing and substantially covering said plurality of openings. Su 
also does not teach said retaining ring including further portions axially clamping said 
lens. 
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With respect to claim 6, Rhoad teaches a retaining ring (28) that has a plurality of 
openings (34). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the 
invention to insert a plurality of light transmitting openings to allow an abundance of light 
to shine through the lamp. One would have been motivated to modify the device of Su 
for the benefit of aesthetics and visual improvement. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Rhoad teaches a retaining ring that includes further 
portions (14) axially clamping said lens. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill at the time of the invention to include a retaining ring with further portions of axially 
clamping said lens to ensure that the device is secure so it does not come apart during 
usage. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su and 
Rhoad as applied to claim 6 above, and further in view of Chen (US Patent 6,619,829). 
Su does not teach that said light transmitting ring and said plurality of resilient light 
transmitting elements are one of transparent and translucent. Chen teaches a light 
transmitting ring (20) and a plurality of resilient light transmitting elements (24) that are 
one of translucent and transparent. It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill at the 
time of the invention to make the light transmitting ring and the plurality of resilient light 
transmitting elements of Su translucent or transparent to enhance the lighting effect 
affect of the primary light element. One would have been motivated to modify the 
device of Su for the benefit of providing effects of decoration and enhancement. 
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Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su (US 
Patent Publication 2005/0162860). Su teaches a retaining ring (Figure 3: 8) disposed 
radially between said lens and light transmitting ring (Figure 3). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to make the retaining ring 
opaque to give the light ring contrast between the first light transmitter and the second 
light transmitter. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su (US 
Patent Publication 2005/0162860). Su teaches a lens (Figure 3: 51), retaining member 
(8), light transmitting ring (6) and housing (5). Su does not teach that these are defined 
by concentric light emitting opaque zones. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention to make the retaining ring opaque to give a 
distinct light ring effect between the first light transmitter and the second light 
transmitter. One would have been motivated to modify the device of Su for the benefit 
of decoration and enhancement. 

Claims 20, 25, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Su (US Patent Publication 2005/0162860). Su teaches a lamp comprising of a 
light emitter mounting member ([0025 lines 1-3); a housing (Figure 3: 5) 1 containing 
said light emitter mounting member and 2 having a primary light emitting opening 
opposing (Figure 3: 51) said light emitter mounting member; a light transmitting element 
(Figure 3: 6) fixed with respect to said housing. Su also teaches that said lens unit and 
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includes a lens (51) and a retaining ring (52) fixing (623) said lens to said light 
transmitting ring (6) and through the latter to said housing. In addition, Su teaches that 
said housing peripheral wall has a rim (52), said ring-like base radially overlapping said 
rim (Figure 2). 

With respect to claim 20, Su does not teach a wall with a secondary light-emitting 
opening. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention 
to place a secondary light-emitting opening to allow an abundance of light to shine 
through the lamp. One would have been motivated to modify the device of Su for the 
benefit of aesthetics and visual improvement. 

Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Su as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of Rhoad (US Patent 
6,312,145). Su teaches a primary light emitting openings at the front of said housing, 
said light transmitting element comprising a substantially continuous ring having a 
substantially base, a lens unit covering said primary light emitting opening and fixed with 
respect to said housing and ring, where in light form said lamp is transmitted 2 through 
said ring and 3 through said lens unit. Su also teaches that said lens unit includes a 
lens, and including light paths from said housing through 2 said ring-like base and 3 
said lens. 

Su does not teach said wall being a peripheral wall with a plurality of light 
emitting openings and circumferentially spaced resilient fingers extending therefrom and 
mounted on the front of said housing, at least said fingers being light transmitting, said 
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fingers covering said secondary openings, and light from said lamp is transmitted 
through said fingers at said secondary light emitting openings. 

With respect to claim 21 , Rhoad teaches a plurality of secondary light emitting 
openings (Figure 1: 34) and circumferentially spaced resilient fingers (14). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to include have a 
plurality of secondary light emitting openings on the peripheral wall to allow light to 
shine from a different angle. One would be motivated to modify the device of Su for the 
benefit of decoration and enhancement. 

With respect to claim 22, Rhoad teaches fingers (Figure 1:14). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to include fingers on the 
device of Su to ensure that the retaining ring is fully secure so it does not collapse 
during usage. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su and 
Rhoad as applied to claim 20 and 21 above, and further in view of Chen (US Patent 
6,619,829). Su does not teach that said light transmitting ring and resilient fingers are 
one of transparent and translucent. Chen teaches a light transmitting ring (20) and 
resilient fingers (24) that are one of translucent and transparent. It would have obvious 
to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to make the light transmitting ring and 
the resilient fingers of Su translucent or transparent to enhance the lighting effect affect 
of the primary light element. One would have been motivated to modify the device of 
Su for the benefit of providing effects of decoration and enhancement. 
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Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Su as 
applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of Honda et al (US Patent 6,713,961). Su 
does not teach the lamp comprising of a base having a mounting surface attaching 
portion, and a support shaft. In a similar device, Honda et al. teaches lamp with a base 
(Figure 8: 11a) having a mounting surface attaching portion, and a support shaft (11b) 
carried by said base and supporting said housing. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have a base and support shaft for receiving 
power when coupled to a lamp socket, so as to allow to be used in a similar manner to 
the ordinary incandescent lamp. Furthermore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention to have the support shaft pivotably supported 
by said housing for the benefit of allowing the user to have options on which direction 
the lighting device will point. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 15, 18, 19, 23, 26, and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zahra Bennett whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2267. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on 571-272-2009. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^RENEE LUEBKE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



